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SARATOGA SPRINGS --
When the California-bred
gelding Cavonnier was
beaten a nose in the
1996 Kentucky Derby, his
trainer, Bob Baffert, was
despondent.

"It was the worst defeat
ever," said the former
quarter-horse conditioner
from Arizona, who'd never
run for the roses before.
"Because I thought I'd
never have another
chance at the Derby, and
I thought, 'This is it, I blew
my chance.' "

But the next year, Baffert
sent out Silver Charm to
win the Derby and the
Preakness; his Real Quiet
accomplished the same
feat the following year,
and both colts just missed
sweeping the Triple Crown.

There have been many
champions from the
Baffert barn since then --
Silverbulletday, Point
Given, War Emblem,
Vindication, Indian
Blessing, Midnight Lute, to
name a few -- and thanks
to them, today "Bullet
Bob" will be inducted into
the National Museum of
Racing's Hall of Fame.

Entering the Hall along
with Baffert are jockey
Eddie Maple,
steeplechase trainer Janet
Elliot, Silverbulletday, two-
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time Breeders' Cup
Classic winner Tiznow
and the jumper Ben Nevis
II.

The induction ceremony, open to the public, will be held at the Fasig-Tipton
sales pavilion on East Avenue, just down the street from the racetrack. Hall
of Fame jockey Chris McCarron is the keynote speaker.

Baffert will be introduced by Hall of Famer D. Wayne Lukas, his former
nemesis, now a friendly rival and partner in the Thoroughbred Racing
Legends Stable.

"I've been following him all my life," Baffert said. "Why not for another three
minutes?"

ed.fountaine@nypost.com

Do you know someone who has made New York a better place? Nominate your
hero for the 8th Annual New York Post Liberty Medals.
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